CALL  NO   MAN  HAPPY

Adatci, the Japanese, to entertain us together.. . We will accept and
no one will have taken the first step".'

But even Briand had. some difficulty in adapting himself to British
customs. One day before a luncheon at the British Embassy he
took me into a corner of the drawing-room: I'm counting on you/
he said, 'to help me and to toss the conversation my way ... These
Englishmen don't know what general conversation is ... And if I
take the trouble to tell stories I want people to listen to me and not
whisper to their neighbours/

On many occasions I saw him in Geneva at the League of Nations.
He had great oratorical success there and this pleased him, but con-
trary to the legend he saw without illusion the weaknesses of the
League. "When he tried to create the European Confederation it
was to remedy them:

'People make fun of me ... "Ah! this is Briand," they say, "with
his everlasting nebulous projects!*' But this isn't true at all. What
I am trying to do is to put a little realism into the League of Nations
by eliminating from the discussions of European problems all those
distant countries that talk, vote, constitute a majority and are never
willing to act/

He knew that he was unpopular in many quarters in France, where
neither Kis seriousness nor his patriotism was understood.

*I entertain you/ he said. 'You listen to my stories... But when
you leave me you think: "This is Briand, he is not serious .. /* No.
I shall never succeed in inspiring confidence in my own country
because France loves solemn men who carry their heads like the
Holy Sacrament/

Briand was in favour of a limited revision of the Treaty of Ver-
sailles and of financial aid to the German government. He hoped
thus to bring about a reconciliation between the two countries. I
was in the Chamber on the day when he said to Franklin-Bouillon:

*You say you have no confidence in the men who are governing
Germany... Formerly I heard you say that you had no confidence in
Stresemann and he died in harness... I heard you say in days past that
you had no confidence in R.athenau and he was assassinated for his
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